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Pickup your complimentary
copy of our 2022 Annual
Report — “Feel the Power”
— at your local WEC office or
download online at www.weci.
net/annual-meeting now!

In addition to a
comprehensive look at our
financial performance and
operations during the previous
year, this year’s published report
is special because it highlights
stories and photos covering the
last 75 years of our cooperative
history, such as the stories you
see here.

Read more about
Wheatland’s past, present, and
future in this year’s special
publication!
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In the mid-1930s, nearly nine out of 10 rural homes
across the country were without electricity, according
to the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
(NRECA). Farmers milked their cows by hand in the dim
light of a kerosene lantern, and families relied on the
wood range for cooking and washboard for cleaning.

While demand for electricity in rural areas grew
during these years, investor-owned utilities were not
interested in serving America’s farmlands. The costs of
stringing wires over long distances clearly outweighed
the bottom line for these for-profit companies.

In 1946, nine visionary Kansans took matters into
their own hands and joined forces to build an electric
cooperative to serve our southwest Kansas communities
that would supply both reliable and affordable electrical
power for themselves and their neighbors.

These individuals — Jess Taylor, Frank Crouch,
Bernarr Nelson, Kenneth Davis, Abram Buck, Joseph
Ridder, Paul Johnson, Iman Wiatt and Richard Hobson
— served as trustees, with the first four gentlemen
serving as officers of the cooperative.

They held their very first documented meeting
in Leoti on Nov. 22, 1946. Over the next few years,

meetings rotated between Leoti, Tribune, Syracuse and
Scott City, as they laid the groundwork for a powerful

{Organized in 1946

The Wheatland Electric Coop-
[erative was organized in 1946 by
nine farm leaders in Greeley and
Wichita and contiguous parts of
{Scott, Hamilton 2nd Kearny coun-
ties. It also will serve farm mem-
bers in the extreme south part of
Wallace and Logan counties, and
in Towner, Colo. The group which
was instrumental in organizing the
cooperatlve'was comprised of Jess
Taylor, Tribune; Frank Crouch

Syracuse; Bernarr Nelson, Modoc
Richard Hobson, Marienthal ; Ab.
ram . Buck! Syracuse; Kenneth
Davis, Lakin; Paul Jdohnson, Tri-

bune; Joseph Ridder, Marienthal

and 1. C. Wiatt, Lakin. .

Thes.e men worked three years

to achieve their purpose, and on

an‘e 14, 1949, the Rural Elec-

Itrxflcatlon administration granted

the cooperative a loan of $5,400;-

000 with which to purchase and

rehabilitate the Inland Utilities

Company’s holdings, which formed

the nucleus of the system, and to

construct a new plant, transmis-

sion lines and distribution system.

A Syracuse Journ lidippa _
(early 1950s, date unknown)
details the efforts of Wheatland’s
founding trustees.

idea — an electric cooperative, open to all, where the needs of its members are put first and

the voice of every person holds power.

In 1948, the group submitted its first loan application to the Rural Electrification
Administration (REA) to purchase facilities in Greeley, Hamilton, Kearny, Scott and Wichita

counties owned by Inland Utilities of Kansas City, Kansas.

With this nearly $5 million request, the group’s plan was to not only enlarge and improve
these facilities, but also construct 820 miles of distribution lines to serve an additional 720

members eager to join the growing co-op.

The group received its official charter from the REA on Oct. 25, 1948, making Wheatland
Electric Cooperative Inc., one of the newest co-ops in the nation and one of the youngest

in Kansas.

Trustees adopted the co-op’s first mission statement shortly thereafter: “It shall be the aim
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of Wheatland Electric Cooperative
Inc., to make electric energy available
to all its members at the lowest cost
consistent with sound economy and
good management.”

After the REA granted the co-op
its multimillion-dollar loan, things
accelerated: the trustees moved to
purchase Inland’s assets, employees
were hired, power contracts were made
with other existing co-ops (including
Kansas Electric Cooperatives Inc.
and Lane-Scott Electric), agreements
and contracts with engineering and
construction firms were entered to lay
miles of lines, and the First National

Bank of Scott City was selected as the
co-op’s primary depository — a fact
that still holds true today.

At this time, Wheatland was serving
members in Scott City, Dighton, Leoti,
Tribune and Syracuse with a 69-kV
transmission line and substation in each
community.

Growing demand required additional
power sources, so on April 29, 1949,
trustees hired the co-op’s first general
manager, Frank C. Arthur, and put him
immediately to work.

Arthur’s first major mission? Arrange
for suitable power facilities that could
accommodate the ever-growing
demand for power across our region.
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The signatures of Wheatland’s nine

original trustees can be seen above in this
document dated Nov. 5, 1948, shortly after
the cooperative received its official charter
from the REA.
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Until 1950, WEC membership was comprised of only the nine
original founders.

During the second annual meeting of the membership, held
Feb. 15, 1950, in Scott City, the nine original trustees voted to
welcome an additional 2,246 applicants into the cooperative,
bringing the total membership to 2,255. And by fall of 1950 an
additional 650 members were voted in.

To join the cooperative, members signed a membership
certificate and paid a S5 fee, to be used toward development
of infrastructure and electric service in the region, according
to the application. The signed agreement also granted them
voting powers:

“Each member of the cooperative, or in the case of a joint
membership, the holders thereof jointly, or either of them,
but not both, shall be entitled to one vote, and no more
upon each matter submitted to a vote at all meetings of
the members of the cooperative,” according to the original
document drafted in November 1948.

As WEC'’s membership grew, the original trustees began
looking for a site for a new generating plant that could
furnish the demand for power, growing at a rate of about 500
kWh annually.

In late 1949, the original founders selected a site for a new
generating plant T mile west of Scott City on U.S. Highway
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The Jess Taylor Plant completed in 1951, improved electric service
and reliability for miles around.
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96, a move that would allow the co-op to retire existing and
outdated facilities to standby mode.

The new plant — christened the Jess Taylor Plant in honor
of the co-op’s founding president — went online in late
summer 1951, and “the effects of this sweeping move were
felt almost immediately,” according to an article about the
state-of-the-art facility published in the October 1956 edition
of Diesel Progress.

The new plant not only allowed the co-op to retire
facilities, but also increased the reliability and affordability of
electricity for Wheatland’s burgeoning membership, making it
a “model of efficiency” and “showplace for the region.”

“In every aspect, the Jess Taylor Plant at Scott City is an
up-to-date, attractive power station, operating an excellent
efficiency and economy,” the Diesel Progress reported in
1956. “Wheatland Co-op's success in overcoming a seemingly
hopeless rural electrification problem is outstanding and is an
excellent reason why American farmers today are enjoying the
full benefit of power-driven tools, pumps and appliances.”
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at the Bat Cals

TAILGATE WITH US!

FREE HAMBURGERS + HOTDOGS

% FIRST 200 PEOPLE

SErying at & pm

Al Burns Memarial Field
Gates open at 6:30 p.m.
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